The William Preston Lane Jr.
Memorial Bridge

A Toll Facility Of The Maryland Transportation Authority

A dream in 1908, a financial impossibility in 1929 and a
war-postponed plan in 1940, what now is known as the Bay
Bridge became a reality in Jan. 1949, when the first earth was moved
for the western approach. It was Nov. 1949 when the first dredge
started pumping the bottom of the Chesapeake Bay to make way for
the bridge.

The world’s largest continuous over-water steel There are recurring stories that, in the 1880s,
structure when it opened in 1952, the William preliminary studies explored building a bridge across
Preston Lane Jr. Memorial (Bay) Bridge provides a the Bay. In 1907, Peter C. Campbell, Baltimore
structural link that did not exist in the days when businessman and State Senator, told his associates that
colonial Marylanders more of the Eastern
traveled by boat, with Shore trade, which
the Chesapeake Bay [ s had been coming by
as their highway. ‘ el Wm bqat to Baltimote, was

Maryland’s first '"‘ll!l’l |||,‘ ' going north by highway
settlements developed | . ™ "t and railroad to
beside the Bay and Wilmington and
along the rivers Philadelphia.
flowing into the The following year, the
waterway. According Merchants and Manu-
to Maryland State facturers Association
Archives records, the developed a report on
Chesapeake was the the feasibility of a
early colonists’ privately financed
highway and their market house. At that time, the bridge, stretching between Bay Shore and Tolchester,
Bay and its estuaries gave tidewater Marylanders a to carry inter-urban trolley lines across the Bay and
method of communication with each other and with down the shore.
the outside world not available to any other colony Talk of a double-deck structure to carry both railroad
on the continent. and trolley lines was circulating in 1919. These ideas

Along with the many private boats sailing the Bay | were carried a step further in 1927, when a group of
prior to the Industrial Revolution, records show a Baltimore businessmen was authorized to raise funds to
regular ferry running between Kent Island and the build a Bay Bridge. Detailed plans were developed,
Annapolis shore. However, as the popula- but the 1929 stock-market crash put an end to
tion grew and spread inland, the wagon road, I o this venture. Inthe early 1930s, several com-
the railroad, and, later, the automobile and  missions were appointed to plan for the bridge.
the motor-truck, gradually relegated the Bay — However, all of these efforts required Federal
boat to obscurity, and the Chesapeake | MDTA | aid, which, unfortunately, was not forthcoming.

became a barrier rather than a bond between Tra'\:f ;ﬁlﬂggon As the automotive age dawned, the changes first

Eastern Maryland and the rest of the State. Authority noted in 1907 had multiplied a thousandfold.



Your Toll

Dollars At Work

Fast Facts

Traffic Capacity
1,500 vehicles per lane, per hour

Traffic Volumes
(both directions)
1952: 870,000

FY 2015: 25.7 million

Construction Start Dates
November 1949 (eastbound span)
May 19, 1969 (westbound span)

Opening Dates
July 30, 1952 (eastbound span)
June 28, 1973 (westbound span)

Construction Cost
Eastbound: $45 million
Westbound: $148 million

Toll Plaza
11 toll lanes; toll collected in the
eastbound direction only

Overall Length
Shore-to-shore, including
causeway: 4.35 miles (east-
bound), 4.33 miles (westbound)

Height

Vertical clearance: 186 feet
Height of suspension-bridge
towers: 354 feet (eastbound),
379 feet (westbound)

Facility Investment

The MDTA focuses on System
Preservation to ensure that its
aging infrastructure is safe and in
good working condition. At the
Bay Bridge alone, in addition to
annual inspections, the MDTA
has programmed $273 million in
safety and preservation invest-
ments over the next six years.

By 1919, the demand and pressure for some sort of Bay crossing led
to the inauguration of regular ferry service between Annapolis and
Claiborne, a 23-mile trip requiring two hours. Aside from the colonial
ferry, this was the first regularly scheduled Bay ferry service in the State’s
history. The Eastern Shore ferry terminal was moved to Matapeake, and,
after the State Roads Commission assumed responsibility for the ferry
system, the Western Shore terminal was established at Sandy Point.

Mounting pressure for a bridge culminated in 1938, with legislation
authorizing the crossing, but World War II postponed the efforts. Under
the leadership of Governor William Preston Lane, Jr., during the regular
and extraordinary sessions of the 1947 General Assembly, the State
Roads Commission was directed to proceed with building a Bay Bridge.

All earlier proposals for a bridge had planned for a crossing in the Bay
Shore-Tolchester area. However, by 1938, the growing network of
highways on the East Coast, the need to avoid hazardous navigation and
the need to provide access to the lower Eastern Shore made a bridge
location in the Sandy Point-Matapeake area most desirable.

After four decades of planning and waiting, the first shovelful of earth
was turned in Jan. 1949, in the area now occupied by the western-
approach roadway -- and the largest public project in the history of the
State had begun. Underwater work began, and the first permanent piles
were driven into the Bay’s bottom in March 1950. By the end of the
year, the bridge was more than one-third complete. The underwater work
had been finished, including construction of the massive concrete piers to
support the main towers and the anchor piers to hold the suspen-sion-
span cables.

The change in State administration that occurred in Jan. 1951 enabled
Governor Theodore McKeldin to move forward with completion of the
bridge. In honor of the man whose leadership led to the long-awaited
crossing, the bridge was rededicated on Nov. 9, 1967, as the William
Preston Lane Jr. Memorial Bridge.

By the early 1960s, it became clear that the bridge’s traffic capacity
had reached its limit. Various proposals examined temporary measures to
relieve congestion during peak-traffic periods. It was apparent, however,
that the only permanent relief involved construction of an additional facility.

The 1967 Maryland General Assembly authorized the State Roads
Commission to oversee construction of three specific crossings of the
Chesapeake Bay. On June 28, 1967, the commission resolved that first
priority should be given to construction of an additional bridge at Sandy Point.

On May 28, 1968, the United States Coast Guard granted a permit
for construction of the new bridge at a location 450 feet north of the
existing crossing at Sandy Point. Construction work began on May 19,
1969, and the completed parallel span, which carries westbound traffic,
was dedicated June 28, 1973.
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www.mdta.maryland.gov

fIES

@TheMDTA

8/2016




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




